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Cuomo 
acknowledges 
behavior seen 
as ‘flirtation’ 


ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — Gov. An- 
drew Cuomo acknowledged 
for the first time Sunday that 
some of his behavior with 
women had been “misinter- 
preted as unwanted | flirta- 
tion,” and said he would co- 
operate with a sexual harass- 
ment investigation led by the 
state’s attorney general. 

In a statement released amid 
mounting criticism from within 
his own party, the Democrat 
maintained he had never 
inappropriately touched or 
propositioned anyone. But he i | 
said he had teased people i —_— aa j rat 

and made Jokes about their In this Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021, file photo, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo speaks during a press conference before the 
personal lives in an attempt to opening of a mass COVID-19 vaccination site in the Queens borough of New York. A former aide’s allegations that Gov. Cuomo 
be “playful.” subjected her to an unwanted kiss during years of sexual harassment have spurred calls for an investigation — and questions 

about who might meaningfully conduct one. 











Continued on Page 2 (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, Pool, File) 
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Cuomo acknowledges behavior seen as ‘flirtation’ 


Continued from Front 


“| now understand that 
my interactions may have 
been insensitive or too per- 
sonal and that some of 
my comments, given my 
position, made others feel 
in ways | never intended. 
| acknowledge some of 
the things | have said have 
been misinteroreted as an 
unwanted flirtation. To the 
extent anyone felt that 
way, | am truly sorry about 
that,” he said. 

He made the comments 
after the state’s attorney 
general demanded Cuo- 
mo grant her the author- 
ity to investigate claims he 
sexually harassed aft least 
two women who worked 
for him. 

Cuomo's legal counsel said 
the governor would back a 
plan to appoint an outside 
lawyer as a special inde- 
pendent deputy attorney 
general. 

Too Democrats statewide 
appeared to be abandon- 
ing Cuomo in large num- 
bers as he tried to retain 
some say over who would 
investigate his workplace 
conduct. 


Attorney General Letitia 






oS 


James, a Democrat who 
has been, at times, allied 
with Cuomo but Is indepen- 
dently elected, appeared 
to emerge as a consensus 
choice to lead a probe. 

Over several hours Sun- 
day, she and other lead- 
ing party officials rejected 
two proposals by the gov- 
ernor that they said could 
potentially have limited 
the independence of the 
investigation. Under his first 
plan, announced Saturday 
evening, a retired federal 
judge picked by Cuomo, 
Barbara Jones, would have 


reviewed his workplace 
behavior. In the second 
oroposal, announced 


Sunday morning in an af- 
tempt to appease legisla- 
tive leaders, Cuomo asked 
James and the state’s chief 
appeals court judge, Janet 
DiFiore, to jointly appoint a 
lawyer to investigate the 
claims and issue a public 
report. “| do not accept the 
governor’s proposal,” she 
said. “The state’s Executive 
Law clearly gives my office 
the authority to investigate 
this matter once the gover- 
nor provides a referral. 

While | have deep respect 
for Chief Judge DiFiore, | 
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am the duly elected afttor- 
ney general and it is my re- 
sponsibility to carry out this 
task, per Executive Law. 
The governor must provide 
this referral so an indepen- 
dent investigation with sub- 
pOoena power can be con- 
ducted.” 

Many of the biggest names 
in New York politics lined up 
quickly behind James. 

The state legislature's two 
top leaders, Senate Major- 
ity Leader Andrea Stew- 
art-Cousins and Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie, both 
said they wanted her to 
handle the investigation. 
New York's two U.S. sena- 
tors, Charles Schumer and 
Kirsten Gillibrand, both said 
an independent investiga- 
tion was essential. 

“These allegations are seri- 
ous and deeply concern- 
ing. As requested by At- 
torney General James, the 
matter should be referred 
to her office so that she can 
conduct a transparent, in- 
dependent and thorough 
investigation with subpoe- 
na power,” Gillibrand said. 
White House press secre- 
tary Jen Psaki said, “There 
should be an independent 
review looking into these 
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allegations.” 

She said that’s something 
President Joe Biden sup- 
ports “and we believe 
should move forward as 
quickly as possible.” 
Charlotte Bennett, a low- 
level aide in the gover- 
nor’s administration — until 
November, told The New 
York Times Cuomo asked 
inappropriate questions 
about her sex life, includ- 
ing whether she ever had 
sex with older men, and 
made other comments she 
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interoreted as gauging her 
interest in an affair. 

Her accusation came days 
after another former aide, 
Lindsey Boylan, a former 
deputy secretary for eco- 
nomic develooment and 
special adviser to the gov- 
ernor, elaborated on ha- 
rassment allegations she 
first made in December. 
Boylan said Cuomo sub- 
jected her to an unwant- 
ed kiss and inappropriate 
comments about her ap- 
pearance. |) 








The Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple is seen in Los Angeles 
Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021. Authorities are investigating the 
vandalism and fire at the Buddhist temple in the Little Tokyo 
section of downtown Los Angeles. Authorities are investigating 
a vandalism and fire at a Buddhist temple in the Little Tokyo 
section of downtown Los Angeles. Surveillance video caught 
a man jumping the security fences at the Higashi Honganji 
Buddhist Temple on Thursday night, smashing a 12-foot-high 
glass window with a rock, yanking a pair of metallic lanterns off 
their concrete bases and lighting two wooden lantern stands on 
fire, the temple’s head priest told the Los Angeles Times. 

(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes) 





LA police probe fire, vandalism 
at Japanese Buddhist temple 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Authorities are investigating a van- 
dalism and fire at a Buddhist temple in the Little Tokyo 
section of downtown Los Angeles. 

Surveillance video caught a man jumping the security 
fences at the Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple on Thurs- 
day night, smashing a 12-foot-high glass window with a 
rock, yanking a pair of metallic lanterns off their concrete 
bases and lighting two wooden lantern stands on fire, the 
temple's head priest told the Los Angeles Times. 

“Your first feelings are those of disappointment and sad- 
ness to see what happened,” said the Rev. Noriaki Ito. “| 
don't know the motives, but if looks like we were target- 
ed. The only relief | find is that no one was hurt.” 

The incident comes amid a rise in hate crimes against 
Asian Americans. The advocacy group Stop AAPI Hate 
said it tracked 245 reports of coronavirus-related discrimi- 
nation against people of Asian descent in Los Angeles 
County from March through December last year. They in- 
cluded verbal harassment, physical assaults or refusal of 
service at at business. 

Los Angeles Police Department Capt. Stacy Spell said it 
was too early to label Thursday's vandalism a hate crime 
because the investigation is in the early stages. L) 
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Supreme Court could put new limits on voting rights lawsuits 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Eight 
years after carving the 
heart out of a landmark 
voting rights law, the Svu- 
oreme Court is looking at 
putting new limits on efforts 
to combat racial discrimi- 
nation in voting. 

The justices are taking up 
a case about Arizona re- 
Sstrictions on ballot collec- 
tion and another policy 
that penalizes voters who 
cast ballots in the wrong 
precinct. 

The high court’s consider- 
ation comes as Republican 
officials in the state and 
around the country have 
proposed more than 150 
measures, following _ last 
year’s elections, to restrict 
voting access that civil 
rights groups say would 
disoroportionately affect 
Black and Hispanic voters. 
A broad Supreme Court 
ruling would make it hard- 
er to fight those efforts in 
court. Arguments are set 
for TUesday via telephone, 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

“It would be taking away 
one of the big tools, in fact, 
the main tool we have 
left now, to protect voters 
against racial discrimina- 
tion,” said Myrna Perez, di- 
rector of the Brennan Cen- 
ter for Justice’s voting rights 
and elections program. 
Arizona Attorney General 
Mark Brnovich, a Repub- 
lican, said the high court 
case Is about ballot integri- 
ty, not discrimination. “This is 
about protecting the fran- 
chise, not disenfranchising 
anyone,” said Brnovich, 
who will argue the case on 
Tuesday. 

President Joe Biden nar- 
rowly won Arizona last year, 
and since 2018, the state 
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FILE - In this Nov. 4, 2020, file photo Maricopa County elections officials count ballots at the 
Maricopa County Recorder’s Office in Phoenix. Eight years after carving the heart out of a 
landmark voting rights law, the Supreme Court is looking at putting new limits on efforts to combat 
racial discrimination in voting. The justices are taking up a case about Arizona restrictions on 
ballot collection and another policy that penalizes voters who cast ballots in the wrong precinct. 


has elected two Demo- 
cratic senators. 

The justices will be review- 
iINg an appeals court ruling 
against a 2016 Arizona law 
that limits who can return 
early ballots for another 
person and against a sepa- 
rate state policy of discard- 
ing ballots if a voter goes to 
the wrong precinct. 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled that the bal- 
lot-collection law and the 
state policy discriminate 
against minority voters in 
violation of the federal Vot- 
ing Rights Act and that the 
law also violates the Consti- 
tution. 

The Voting Rights Act, first 
enacted in 1965, was ex- 
tremely effective against 
discrimination at the ballot 
box because it forced state 
and local governments, 
with a history of discrimi- 


nation, including Arizona, 
to get advance approval 
from the Justice Depart- 
ment or a federal court be- 
fore making any changes 
to elections. 

In 2013, the Supreme Court 
ruled 5-4 that the portion of 
the law known as Section 
5 could no longer be en- 
forced because the popu- 
lation formula for determin- 
ing which states were Cov- 
ered hadn't been updated 
to take account of racial 
Orogress. 

Congress “must identify 
those jurisdictions to be 
singled out on a basis that 
makes sense in light of Cur- 
rent conditions,” Chief Jus- 
tice John Roberts wrote for 
a conservative majority. “It 
cannot rely simply on the 
past.” 

Democrats in Congress will 
try again to revive the ad- 


(AP Photo/Matt York, File). 
vance approval provision 
of the voting rights law. The 
John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act failed 
in the last Congress, when 
Republicans controlled the 
Senate and President Don- 
ald Trump was in the White 
House. 

But another part of the 
law, Section 2, applies na- 
tionwide and still prohibits 
discrimination in voting on 
the basis of race. Civil rights 
groups and voters alleging 
racial bias have to go to 
court and prove their case 
either by showing intention- 
al discrimination in passing 
a law or that the results of 
the law fall most heavily on 
minorities. 

The new Supreme Court 
case mainly concerns how 
plaintiffs can prove discrim- 
ination based on the law's 
results. 


The arguments are taking 
place against the back- 
drop of the 2020 election, 
in which there was a mas- 
sive increase in early vot- 
ing and mailed-in ballots 
because of the pandemic. 
Trump and his Republican 
supporters challenged the 
election results by advanc- 
ing claims of fraud that 
were broadly rejected by 
state and federal courts. 
But many Republicans con- 
tinue to question the elec- 
tion's outcome, despite 
the absence of evidence. 
GOP elected officials have 
resoonded by proposing 
to restrict early voting and 
mailed-in ballots, as well as 
toughen voter identifica- 
tion laws. 

The challenged Arizona 
provisions remained in ef- 
fect in 2020 because the 
case was still making its 
way through the courts. 
But Brnovich said last year’s 
voting Is another reason 
the justices should side with 
the state. “| think part of 
the lesson of 2020 was that 
when people don’t believe 
that elections have integ- 
rity or that their vote is be- 
ing protected, if will lead 
to undermining the public's 
confidence in the system,” 
Brnovich said. 

Civil rights groups said the 
court should not use this 
case to make If harder to 
root out racial discrimina- 
tion, which “still poses a 
Unique threat to our de- 
mocracy,’ as the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educa- 
tional Fund put it in a brief. 
Nearly 75 businesses, in- 
cluding PayPal, Levi Strauss 
and Impossible Foods, 
joined in a brief urging the 
court to “fully preserve the 
Voting Rights Act.’) 








Sunday with injuries that weren't considered 
life-threatening. One officer was in serious 
but stable condition and the other was being 
treated for minor injuries. A third officer who 
was hurt was treated at a hospital Saturday 
and released. 
Officers surrounded the home for several hours 
Saturday before determining that no one was 
inside. Police Chief Gordon Ramsay said at 
a news conference Saturday evening that tt 
wasn't immediately clear whether the house 


3 Kansas police officers injured by shotgun in vacant home 


(AP) — Three Wichita, Kansas, police officers 
were injured by a shotgun blast when they 
checked out a vacant home, authorities said. 
Wichita Police said SUnday that “a modified, 
loaded shotgun” discharged as the officers 
entered the home around 4 p.m. Saturday. In- 
vestigators determined that no one was in the 
home at the time, but the homeowners had 
called police suspecting someone was inside 
after noticing that some windows were open. 
Police said two officers remained hospitalized 


rived. 


had been booby trapped before officers ar- 


Police spokesman Officer Trevor Macy told 
The Wichita Eagle that investigators are trying 
to determine whether the shotgun had been 
rigged to fire when the door opened. 
“Apparently there were several modifications 
made to this one,” Macy said. 

Officers from the FBI and the federal Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms are helping 
Wichita police investigate what happened.) 
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Biden team readies wider economic package after virus relief 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Looking beyond the $1.9 
trillion COVID relief — bill, 


President Joe Biden and 
lawmakers are laying the 
groundwork for another 
top legislative priority — a 
long-sought boost to the 
nation’s roads, bridges and 
other infrastructure — that 
could run info Republican 
resistance to a hefty price 
tag. 

Biden and his team have 
begun discussions on the 
possible outlines of an in- 
frastructure package with 
members of Congress, par- 
ticularly mindful that Texas’ 
recent struggles with power 
outages and water short- 
ages after a brutal winter 
storm present an opportu- 
nity for agreement on sus- 
tained spending on infra- 
structure. 

Republicans say if the 
White House approach 
on the COVID relief bill — 
which passed the House 
Saturday on a near party- 
line vote and now heads 
to the Senate — Is a sign of 
things to come for Biden’s 
plan on infrastructure and 
other initiatives, if could be 
Qa difficult road ahead in 
Congress. 

A White House proposal 
could come out in March. 

“Now Is the time to be ag- 
gressive,” said Transporta- 
tion Secretary Pete Butti- 
gieg, a former South Bend, 
Indiana, mayor who knows 
potholes. 

At a conference with state 
and local highway officials 
Thursday, he referred to 
the often-promised, never- 
achieved mega-initiative 
on roads, bridges and the 
like from the Trump admin- 
istration. 

“| know you are among 
those who are working and 
waiting most patiently, or 
maybe impatiently, for the 
moment when_ Infrastruc- 
ture Week will no longer be 
a kind of Groundhog's Day 
promise — but actually be 
something that delivers 
generational investments,” 
he said. 

Much of America's § infra- 
structure — roads, bridges, 
public drinking and water 
systems, dams, airports, 
mass transit systems and 
more — is in need of major 
restoration after years of 
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underfunding, according 
to the American Society of 
Civil Engineers. In its 2017 
Infrastructure Report Card, 
it gave the national infra- 
structure an overall grade 
or Db, 

Both chambers of Congress 
will Use as starting points 
their Unsuccessful efforts 
to get infrastructure bills 
through the last session. 
Democrats passed a $1.5 
trillion package in the 
House last year, but it went 
nowhere with the Trump 
administration and the 
Republican-led Senate. A 


Senate panel approved 
narrower bipartisan leg- 
islation in 2019 focused 


on reauthorizing federal 
transportation programs. It, 
too, flamed out as the USS. 
turned its focus to elections 
and COVID-19. 

Biden has talked bigger 
numbers, and some Demo- 
crats are now urging him to 
bypass Republicans in the 
closely divided Congress to 
address a broader range 
of priorities urged by inter- 
est Groups. 

During the © presidential 
campaign, Biden pledged 
to deploy $2 trillion on in- 
frastructure and clean en- 
ergy, but the White House 
has not ruled ouf an even 
higher price tag. 

Pointing to the storm in Tex- 
as as a “wake-up call” for 
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the need to improve ener- 
gy systems and other infra- 
structure, Gina McCarthy, 
Biden's national climate 
adviser, told The Associ- 
ated Press that Biden's plan 
will soecifically aim at green 
and other initiatives that 
promote job creation. She 
cited as an example fed- 
eral investments to boost 
“workers that have been 
left behind” by closed coal 
mines or power plants, as 
well as communities locat- 
ed near polluting refineries 
and other hazards. 

“He's been a long fan of 
investing in infrastructure — 
long outdated — long over- 
due, | should say,” White 
House press secretary Jen 
Psaki said Thursday. “But 
he also wants to do more 
on caregiving, help our 
manufacturing sector, do 
more to strengthen access 
to affordable health care. 
So the size — the package 
— the components of it, 
the order, that has not yet 
been determined.” 

Sen. Bernie Sanders, |-Vt., 
chairman of the Sen- 
ate Budget Committee, 
recently told the White 
House that he's ready to 
use the budget maneuver 
known as reconciliation to 
pass a broad economic re- 
covery package with only 
Democratic votes. That 
drew stern warnings from 
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In this April 16, 2020, file photo work continues on a bridge on the Interstate Highway 75 
project in Troy, Mich. Looking beyond the $1.9 trillion COVID relief bill, President Joe Biden and 
lawmakers are laying the groundwork for another of his top legislative priorities — a long-sought 
boost to the nation’s roads, bridges and other infrastructure that could meet GOP resistance to a 
hefty price tag. 


(AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File) 


Republicans, who have al- 
ready closed ranks against 
Democrats’ COVID-19 re- 
lief bill. 

“They made a conscious 
decision not to include 
us,” said Sen. Bill Cassidy, 
R-La., on Sunday, calling 
the White House's assertion 
that the views of Republi- 
cans were taken into ac- 
count with the COVID bill a 
“joke.” 

Cassidy, one of 10 cen- 
trist Republicans who met 
with Biden in early Febru- 
ary about getting bipar- 
tisan support on that bill, 
said Biden “so far has been 
about rhetoric” when_ it 
comes to his pledge of 
seeking unity and biparti- 
sanshio. He called it worri- 
some for other legislative 
initiatives. 

“Republicans remain willing 
and are working on issues 
that require bipartisan co- 
operation,” he told CNN’s 
“State of the Union.” 

West Virginia Sen. Shelley 
Moore Capito, a Republi- 
can who will be helping to 
craft legislation on the Sen- 
ate side, said there’s bipar- 
tisan support for ambitious 
steps on infrastructure. But 
that “should not extend to 
Q multitrillion-dollar pack- 
age that is stocked full with 
other ideologically driven, 
one-size-fits-all policies that 
tie the hands of our states 


and our communities,” said 
Capito, the ranking mem- 
ber on the Senate Envi- 
ronment and Public Works 
Committee. 

Rep. Peter DeFazio, chair- 
man of the House Transpor- 
tation and _= Infrastructure 
Committee, told the AP 
that he foresees a compre- 
hensive House package 
that will go beyond roads, 
bridges and public transit. 
He also expects it fo have 
money for water systems, 
broadband and the power 
grid — addressing a weak 
infrastructure laid bare af- 
ter the crippling blackouts 
in Texas. 

He’s not ready fo talk over- 
all costs yet. DeFazio, D- 
Ore., said if will be up to 
the Biden administration 
and the House Ways and 
Means Committee to figure 
out how fo pay for if. 
DeFazio said General Mo- 
tors’ recently announced 
goal of going largely elec- 
tric by 2035 demonstrates 
the need for massive soend- 
ing on charging § stations 
across the country. Biden 
campaigned on a plan to 
install 500,000 charging sta- 
tions by the end of 2030. 
“lm totally willing to work 
with (Republicans) if they're 
willing to recognize climate 
change,” DeFazio said, “or 
if they don’t want to recog- 
nize climate change, they 
can just recognize that 
electric semis and electric 
vehicles are a flood on the 
horizon and we've got to 
get ahead of it.” 

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, 
D-Mich., expressed a simi- 
lar sentiment, urging strong 
action on carbon emissions 
and the vehicle charging 
stations to helo achieve a 
“full transition to electric.” 
She also wants states to 
have more federal grants 
for infrastructure repairs af- 
ter natural disasters and ex- 
treme weather. 

At the Senate hearing 
where she spoke, Repub- 
lican Gov. Larry Hogan of 
Maryland said there’s bi- 
partisan support among 
governors for relieving Con- 
gestion, cutting red tape, 
leveraging private sector 
investment and = ensuring 
projects can better with- 
Stand cyber attacks and 
natural disasters.) 
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UN Human Rights Office says 18 killed in Myanmar crackdown 
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YANGON, Myanmar (AP) 
— Security forces in Myan- 
mar opened fire and made 
mass arrests Sunday as they 
sought to break up protests 
against the millitary’s sel- 
zure Of power, and a U.N. 
human rights official said it 
had “credible information” 
that 18 people were killed 
and 30 were wounded. 
That would be the high- 
est single-day death foll 
among protesters who are 
demanding that the elect- 
ed government of Aung 
San Suu Kyi be restored to 
power after being ousted 
by a Feb. 1 coup. About 
1,000 people are believed 
to have been detained 
Sunday. 

“Deaths reportedly oc- 
curred as a result of live 
ammunition fired into 
crowds in Yangon, Dawei, 
Mandalay, Myeik, Bago 
and Pokokku,” the U.N. Hu- 
man Rights Office said in a 
statement referring to sev- 
eral cities, adding that the 
forces also used tear gas, 
flash-bang grenades and 
stun grenades. 

“We strongly condemn 
the escalating violence 
against protests in Myan- 
mar and call on the military 
to immediately halt the use 
of force against peaceful 
orotesters,” ifs sookesper- 
son Ravina Shamdasani 
was quoted saying. 

An Associated Press jour- 
nalist was taken into police 
custody on Saturday morn- 
ing while providing news 
coverage of the protests. 
The journalist, Thein Zaw, re- 
mains in police custody. 
The Democratic Voice of 
Burma reported that as of 
5 p.m. in Myanmar, there 
had been 19 confirmed 
deaths in nine cities, with 
another 10 deaths uncon- 
firmed. The independent 
media company broad- 
casts on satellite and digital 
terrestrial television, as well 
as online. 

DVB counted five deaths 
in Yangon and two in Man- 
dalay, the largest and sec- 
ond-largest cities. 

It registered five deaths in 
Dawei, a much smaller city 
in southeastern Myanmar 
that has seen tens of thou- 
sands of protesters nearly 
every day since the coup. 
Witnesses said Sunday’s 
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Protesters shout slogans as police arrive during a protest against the military coup in Mandalay, 





Myanmar, Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021. Police in Myanmar escalated their crackdown on demonstrators 
against this month’s military takeover, deploying early and in force on Saturday as protesters 
sought to assemble in the country’s two biggest cities and elsewhere. 


march was also large and 
people were determined 
not to be driven off the 
streets. 

Confirming the deaths of 
protesters has been diiffi- 
culf amid the chaos and 
general lack of news from 
official sources, especially 
IN areas outside Yangon, 
Mandalay and the capital 
of Naypyitaw. But in many 
cases, photos and video 
circulated showed circum- 
stances of the killings and 
gruesome photos of bod- 
les. 
The 


independent _ Assis- 


tance Association of Politi- 
cal Prisoners reported it was 
aware that about 1,000 
people were detained Sun- 
day, of whom they were 
able to identify 270. That 
brought to 1,132 the to- 
tal number of people the 
group has confirmed being 
arrested, charged or sen- 
tenced since the coup. 

Gunfire was reported al- 
most as soon the protests 
began Sunday morning 
in Yangon, as police also 
fired tear gas and water 
cannons while trying to 
clear the streets. Photos of 
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(AP Photo) 


shell casings from live am- 
munition used in assault 
rifles were posted on social 
media. Initial reports on so- 
cial media identified one 
young man believed to 
have been killed. His body 
was shown in photos and 
videos lying on a sidewalk 
Until other protesters car- 
ried him away. 

In Dawei, local media re- 
oorted aft least three peo- 
ole were killed during a pro- 
test march, supported by 
photos and video. Photos 
on social media showed 
one wounded man in the 





In this image from a video, medics attend to a man in a street in Dawei, Myanmar Sunday, Feb. 
28, 2021. The man appeared to be a wound in his upper chest. Medics held an oxygen mask to 
his face while calling out for an ambulance. 


(Dakkhina Insight via AP) 





care of medical personnel. 
Before Sunday, there had 
been eight confirmed re- 
ports of killings linked to the 
army's takeover, accord- 
ing to the independent As- 
sistance Association of Po- 
litical Prisoners. 

The Feb. 1 coup reversed 
years of slow progress to- 
ward democracy after five 
decades of military rule. 
Suu Kyi's National League 
for Democracy party would 
have been installed for a 
second five-year term in of- 
fice, but the army blocked 
Parliament from convening 
and detained her and Pres- 
ident Win Myint, as well as 
other too members of Suu 
Kyi’s government. 

On Sunday morning, medi- 
cal students marched in 
Yangon near the Hledan 
Center intersection, which 
has become the gather- 
ing point for protesters who 
then fan out to other parts 
of the city. 

Videos and photos showed 
protesters running as police 
charged at them, and resi- 
dents setting up makeshift 
roadblocks to slow their 
advance. Some _ protest- 
ers managed to throw tear 
gas canisters back at po- 
lice. Nearby, residents were 
pleading with police to re- 
lease those they picked up 
from the street and shoved 
into police trucks to be tak- 
en away. Dozens or more 
were believed to be de- 
tained. 

“The world is watching 
the actions of the Myan- 
mar military junta, and will 
hold them accountable,” 
said Phil Robertson, dep- 
uty Asia director for New 
York-based Human Rights 
Watch. “Live ammunition 
should not be used to con- 
trol or disperse protests and 
lethal force can only be 
used to protect life or pre- 
vent serious Injury.” 

Security forces began em- 
ploying rougher tactics on 
Saturday, taking preemp- 
tive actions to break up 
protests and making scores, 
if not hundreds, of arrests. 
Greater numbers of soldiers 
also joined police. Many of 
those detained were taken 
to Insein Prison in Yangon's 
northern outskirts, histori- 
cally notorious for holding 
political prisoners.) 
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El Salvador vote could strengthen president's rule 
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FILE - In this Feb. 17, 2021 file photo, Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele speaks before the start of 
vaccination of medical staff with the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine at the Atlacatl Medical Unit 
of the Salvadoran Social Security Institute in San Salvador, El Salvador. Since Bukele was elected, 
the hold that the opposition maintains on congress has been a point of constant frustration for 
the young president, but that could change on Feb. 28, 2021, when voters go to the polls in local 
and legislative elections that observers and surveys suggest could remake the couniry’s political 


landscape. 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salva- 
dor (AP) — Sunday's legis- 
lative and local elections 
in El Salvador are seen as 
a referendum on whether 
to break the congressional 
deadlock that has tied the 
hands of upstart populist 
President Nayib Bukele. 

El Salvador’s established 
political parties — the con- 
servative National Republi- 
can Alliance party and the 
leftist Farabundo Marti Lib- 
eration Front — are trying 
to retain their hold on con- 
gress and other key posi- 


(AP Photo/Salvador Melendez, File) 


tions, which has continued 
since the end of the coun- 
try’s civil war in 1992. 
Anger with the parties that 
ruled El Salvador for nearly 
three decades swept the 
youthful Bukele into office 
in 2019, and frustration re- 
mains. 

“I've come to vote for a 
change, to get rid of the 
corrupt ones and so our 
oresident can make a new 
country,” said Estela Jime- 
nez, who arrived early at a 
polling place wearing a T- 
shirt with an “N” for Nayib. 


Bukele, 39, has blamed 
congress for blocking his 
efforts in everything from 
controlling crime to man- 
aging the coronavirus pan- 
demic. His New Ideas party 
was favored in polls to pick 
Up congressional seats and 
municipal councils. 

While popular with vot- 
ers tired of the scandals 
associated with the two 
old-guard parties, Bukele 
has shown an authoritar- 
ian streak. Two years ago, 
Bukele sent heavily armed 
soldiers to surround the 


congress during a standoff 
over security funding, earn- 
ing rebukes internationally. 
Bukele’s party complained 
Sunday that the country’s 
electoral tribunal had not 
issued the ID cards needed 
for the party’s poll watch- 
ers TO participate. 

“This always happens. Now 
they say there are prob- 
lems because the Sucreme 
Electoral Council hasn't al- 
lowed the New Ideas peo- 
ple in. | hope they solve this 
so | can vote, I’m not going 
to leave here without vot- 
ing,’ said Esteban Castel- 
lon, who was among the 
first in line to vote at a poll- 
ing place in San Salvador, 
the capital. A total of 5.3 
million eligible voters were 
electing all 84 seats in the 
unicameral Legislative As- 
sembly, along with 262 mu- 
nicipal councils. Most poll- 
ing places opened at 7:00 
a.m., though some were 
delayed by as much as an 
hour, and will close at 5:00 
p.m. (2300 GMT). 

The conservative — party 
known as ARENA currently 
holds 37 of the 84 seats in 
congress and controls 138 
of the 262 municipal coun- 
cils, while the leftist FMLN 
holds 23 congressional 
seats and 64 townships. 
With a majority in the Leg- 
islative Assembly, Bukele’s 
party would not only be 
able to advance the presi- 
dent’s agenda, but also 
name justices to the Su- 
oreme Court — another 
Bukele obstacle — as well 
as magistrates to the Su- 
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oreme_ Electoral Tribunal, 
the attorney general, the 
prosecutor for the defense 
of human rights and others. 
Essentially his party could 
replace his loudest critics. 
Eduardo Escobar, execu- 
tive director of the non- 
governmental organization 
Citizen Action, said that if 
New Ideas wins a congres- 
sional majority, El Salvador 
would lose “that brake on 
the exercise of Dower from 
the legislature when legal- 
ity or constitutionality is ex- 
ceeded, (and) that brakes 
any attempted abuse, any 
arbitrary act that the exec- 
utive wants fo commit.” 

“It would deepen the au- 
thoritarianism of the gov- 
ernment Bukele leads,” Es- 
cobar said, though he ac- 
knowledged that Bukele’s 
popularity remains at 
stratospheric levels and the 
rejection of the traditional 
parties is nearly as high. 
New Ideas’ popularity Is 
because “in the 30 years 
of government under these 
oarties, the people have 
not seen improvements in 
their lives,” said Escobar. 

In statements before polls 
closed, Bukele Upped the 
stakes by calling on those 
who hadn't voted yet to 
participate in “Operation 
remate,” literally, “to finish 
them off.” 

“T like to call it “Operation 
remate,” the country has 
decided to end the post- 
war era, but there is more 
to do,” Bukele said. “Let’s 
make this an overwhelming 
victory.) 





Some upset in Cyprus over ‘satanic’ 


Eurovision song choice 





NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A man has been 
charged with uttering threats and causing a 
disturbance after barging onto the grounds of 
Cyprus’ public broadcaster to protest what he 
said was the country’s “blasphemous” entry 
into this year’s Eurovision song contest, police 
said Sunday. 

Police told The Associated Press the man, who 
hasn't been named, was released after being 
charged with four counts, including being ver- 
bally abusive. 

Police said witnesses to Saturday’s incident 
told investigators the man verbally accosted 
employees outside the Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation's news department. He was ap- 
parently upset that the broadcaster had se- 
lected the song “El Diablo” (“The Devil’) per- 
formed by Greek singer Elena Tsagrinou to 


reoresent Cyprus, since he said it was as an af- 
front to Christianity. Amateur video of the man 
confronting CyBC staff showed him screaming 
at a number of employees in the yard, asking 
how they could justify supporting such a song. 
The title of “El Diablo” as well as it’s lyrics — “l 
gave my heart to el diablo...because he tells 
me I'm his angel” — have touched a raw 
nerve with some in the east Mediterranean is- 
land nation, who consider it to be fraught with 
Satanic connotations. 

According to the Cyprus News Agency, an as- 
sociation representing theologians who teach 
in high schools expressed their “disgust” over 
the song and called for it to be withdrawn be- 
cause it “pledges life-long devotion and pro- 
fesses love for Satan.” 

The agency also reported the broadcaster re- 


ceived threatening phone calls that “it would 
be burned down” because of the song. 

The far-right ELAM political party issued a state- 
ment saying even if the song's lyrics are meta- 
ohorical, it “attacks and insults our faith in a 
shadowy way.” 

Others, meanwhile, took to social media to 
heap scorn on “El Diablo” as a good song, 
defend it as simply a ditty about a “scorching 
love affair” or to label tts detractors religious 
zealots. 

Cyprus’ best-ever showing in the popular mu- 
sic COMmpe}#ition was as runner-up in 2018 with 
the song “El Fuego” by singer Eleni Foureira. 
The annual Eurovision contest is a beloved 
European institution watched by millions that 
often involves songs that are controversial, in 
questionable taste or just plain bad.L] 
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Israel approves plan to vaccinate West Bank laborers 


( AP ) - Israel on Sunday 
announced plans to vac- 
cinate tens of thousands 
of Palestinians who work in- 
side Israel and its West Bank 
settlements, at a time of 
vast disparities in access to 
vaccines between the Is- 
raeli and Palestinian popu- 
lations. Israel has launched 
one of the world’s most 
successful vaccination pro- 
grams, inoculating over half 
of its population in just two 
months. But If has come un- 
der international criticism 
for not sharing its vaccine 
stockpile with the Palestin- 
lians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strio, even 
as If plans to share surplus 
vaccines with far-flung al- 
lies in Africa, Europe and 
Latin America. 

The Israeli government 
approved the program 
for Palestinian workers to 
“maintain public health 
and the functioning of the 
economy,’ said COGAT, 
the Israeli defense body re- 
sponsible for Palestinian ci- 
vilian affairs. It said the pro- 
gram is expected to begin 
in the coming days. 

It said the vaccines would 
be administered by Israeli 
medical teams aft various 


checkpoints and industrial 
zones across the West Bank. 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has moved 
aggressively to vaccinate 
Israel’s population, secur- 
ing deals with drug makers 
Pfizer and Moderna to en- 
sure enough supplies for Is- 
rael’s 9.3 million people. He 
expects to have the vast 
majority of the adult popu- 
lation vaccinated by the 
end of March. 

But before Sunday's an- 
nouncement, Israel has 
shared just 2,000 vaccines 
with the Palestinian Av- 
thority to protect front-line 
medical workers in the 
West Bank. 

The Israeli program should 
provide some relief to the 
Palestinians, who have ob- 
tained just a few thousand 
vaccines on their own and 
were forced over the week- 
end to impose a new |ock- 
down fo control the latest 
coronavirus outbreak in the 
West Bank. Some 110,000 
West Bank Palestinians 
have permits to work inside 
Israel or in the settlements. 

U.N. officials and human 
rights groups have ex- 
pressed concerns over 
the disparity, saying Israel 
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In this June 30, 2020 file sito: Palestinian labeler as up to cross a checkpoint at the 


entrance to the Israeli settlement of Maale Adumim, near Jerusalem. On Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021, 
Israel announced plans to vaccinate tens of thousands of Palestinians who work inside Israel and 
its West Bank settlements, at a time of vast disparities in access to vaccines between the Israeli 


and Palestinian populations. 


is Qn occupying power 
that is responsible for the 
wellbeing of the Palestin- 
ians. Israel says that under 
interim peace accords of 
the 1990s, it has no such re- 
sponsibility. Israel has immvu- 
nized its own Arab popula- 
tion, including Palestinians 
who live in Israeli-cannexed 


east Jerusalem. 

Netanyahu came under 
criticism last week when 
he announced that he was 
sharing small quantities of 
surolus vaccines with dip- 
lomatic allies. An Israeli TV 
station said the countries 
included Honduras, Guate- 
mala, Chad and Maurita- 


(AP Photo/Oded Ballilty, File) 


nia. U.S. Sen. Bernie Sand- 
ers said If was “outrageous 
that Netanyahu would use 
spare vaccines to reward 
his foreign allies while so 
many Palestinians in the 
occupied territories are still 
waiting.” The plan was later 
frozen due to legal ques- 
tions in Israel. 








JANGEBE, Nigeria (AP) — 
Families in Nigeria waited 
anxiously for news of their 
abducted daughters after 
more than 300 schoolgirls 
were kidnapped by gun- 
men from a government 
school in the country’s 
north last week, the latest 
in a series of mass school 


Nigerian families await news of 300 kidnapped schoolgirls 


were at the school when 
the kidnappers stormed in. 
Four were taken away but 
one escaped by hiding 
in a bathroom with three 
other girls, he told The As- 
sociated Press. 

“We cannot imagine their 
situation,” he said of his 
missing daughters. Resi- 


soldiers from responding to 
the mass abduction. 

Nigerian President Mu- 
hammadu Buhari said 
the government's priority 
is to get all the hostages 
returned safe and un- 
harmed. Police and the 
military have begun joint 
operations to rescue the 


Father Aliyu Ladan Jangebe, whose four daughters are among 
more than 300 girls who were abducted by gunmen on Friday 
from the Government Girls Junior Secondary School, waits 
for news in Jangebe town, Zamfara state, northern Nigeria 
Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021. Families in Nigeria waited anxiously 
on Sunday for news of their abducted daughiers, the latest in 
a series of mass kidnappings of school students in the West 
African nation. 


girls, said Mohammed She- 
hu, a police sookesman in 
Zamfara state. Pope Fran- 
cis decried the kidnap- 
ping and prayed for the 
girls’ quick release, during 
his public address in St. Pe- 
ter’s Square on Sunday.) 


kidnappings in the West 
African nation. 

Worried parents on Sun- 
day gathered at the 
school, guarded by po- 
lice. Aliyy Ladan Jangebe 
said his five daughters 
aged between 12 and 16 


dents of a nearby village 
said the kidnappers had 
herded the girls through 
the town like animals, he 
said. One resident said the 
gunmen also attacked a 
nearby military camp and 


(AP Photo/Ibrahim Mansur) checkpoint, oreventing 
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MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers: 
Antigen & PCR-testing in the high-rise area; by walk-in and 
appointment. At your convenience! 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing 
Center is your best option for the post vacation CO- 
VID-19 test which is now required by the U.S. before 
returning home. All passengers coming to the United 
States, including U.S. citizens, are required to have a 
negative (antigen or PCR) COVID-19 test result maxi- 
mum three days prior to boarding the flight, or docu- 
mentation of recovery from COVID-19. MedCare’s 
testing centers in and close to the hotels provide you 
with an easy and secure solution. At this moment we 
are the only lab that offers the more convenient and 
cheaper Antigen Test! 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that is spe- 
cialized in care for tourists and that has been appointed 
as the national COVID-19 clinic for tourists, and Labora- 
torio di Servicio, a full-service modern medical laboratory 
with state-of-the-art equioment, have partnered up to 
provide fast and reliable COVID-19 testing to all. Labo- 
ratorio di Servicio is ISO-15189:2012 accredited by the 
Dutch Council for Accreditation (M317). 


Just steps away from you 

The general Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are located 
at the Cove Mall and at the Mill Resort, two locations at a 
stone’s throw from your resort, condominium, or other va- 
cation accommodation. Contact them to make an ap- 
pointment, or just walk-in when it is convenient to you. It Is 
recommended that the tests are done timely, as the neg- 
ative test is only accepted if taken up to three days be- 
fore boarding your flight. MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center 
at the Cove Mall is opposite the Holiday Inn and Is open 
every day for walk-ins from 8am through 100m. Med- 
Care's other location is situated at The Mill Resort, across 
the street from the RIU Hotel and is open every day from 
8:30am until 12:300m. Naturally, if you wish to arrange an 
appointment for your tests before coming to Aruba this is 
also possible by contacting us. 








At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup Testing Centers on site. The 
hotels/resorts at which we have a testing site are: Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village, 
Divi Golf, Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarijn, Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort, Hyatt Regency, 
Renaissance, and the Ritz-Carlton Resort. Please contact your front desk for more infor- 
mation on our Testing Centers at these properties. 


ry THE COVE 


_- ™ 


\/ MedCare Clinic : 


URGENT CARE 


Fit2fly 


COVID-19 
Testing Center 
RIU PALACE 


PALM BEACH 





THE MILL RESORT 


BUBALI PLAS 


Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested with a viral test that could be either an Antigen Test or a 
nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT), such as the reverse transcription polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR). The costs for the Antigen Test are only $50, and the PCR Test is 
available as well, for a higher charge of $125. At this moment, only MedCare offers the 
easier and substantially cheaper Antigen Test that is acceptable for travel to the U.S. as 
per the CDC guidelines. Pre-travel testing is not covered by the Aruban visitor insurance. 
Please contact your insurance company to verify If testing costs are insured. Results are 
e-mailed to you within 24 hours of testing. 


Testing at home 

We also offer testing at your house/hotel room for a one-time extra fee of $120. This fee 
covers testing up to 10 people (one appointment, at one location and a specific time). 
Additional persons will be charged $10 per person. LJ 


To book your test in advance, please contact: 
Phone: +297 280 0630 

Email: info@medcare.aw 

For more information on MedCare Testing Centers: 
https://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 
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Papillon Restaurant presents: 
Chef's Garden, the butterfly effect of magnificent local food 


PALM BEACH —A true once-in-a-lifetime 
experience is coming up. The stage: an 
Aruban cunucu house creating a magical 
ambiance. The play: The Secret Garden; a 
6-course culinary voyage by a Michelin- 
trained chef from Belgium, Griet Vanbrabant. 
The content: local products from local 
farmers tuned into the most amazing dishes; 
leaving you in an enchanted state and 
giving you a memory that will last a lifetime. 
Be sure to reserve this opportunity before 
others do. This production is presented to 
you by Papillon Restaurant. 


Sometimes combining the best of the best is 
a matter of all things falling into place. Every 
Wednesday of January, 2021, from 7p.m. to 
10o.m. you are welcomed to enter a world 
where food is a passion. Papillon Restaurant 
presents their guest chef, Vanbrabant - who will 
be on the island for a limited time period - and 
with The Secret Garden menu being a fresh 
concept on the island, we're sure you will fall 
completely in love with this. 


A bit about Griet 

Vanbrabant is a passionate chef with over 
15 years of experience in fine dining menu 
development, culinary staff management, 
food preparation and creative recipe design. 
She is educated in classic French Cuisine and 
Modern Gastronomy teachings throughout 
her international career in Michelin star and 
the World's 50 Best restaurants such as El Bulli 
and Comerc 24 in Barcelona, Pujol in Mexico 
City, Rockpool in Australia. Let her entice you 
with her succulent, Aruban recipes like they’ve 
never tasted before. 


The menu Is carefully done with local products, 


= SP ae — = 
fresh and perfectly matched with a selection 
of wines by local sommeliers. Diet options are 
available; please inform them when you make 
your reservation. 


The Secret Garden & Papillon 

This is an in-home dining experience where you 
will feel you are part of an exclusive setting. 
Private culinary events are the owner's specialty 
and their lush, tropical garden Is also inviting for 
you to relax and indulge in hours of authentic 
culinarian delights, a heaven to foodies. For 
more than a decade, Papillon restaurant has 
built a reputation with the fusion of classic 
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RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 
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French cuisine, Dutch and Caribbean flavors. 
They know how fo thrill and in collaboration 
with The Secret Garden we can only expect 
ohenomenal. 


Paprllow 


RESTAURANT 


For reservations: 

Call or WhatsApp: +297 699 5400 
Email: info@papillonaruba.com 
Facebook Papillon Aruba 
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Origin of Papiamento- Aruba’s native language 


ORANJESTAD — _  Papia- 
mento, Creole language of 
ABC (Aruba, Bonaire and 
Curacao) is from the Cape 
Verdean Creole family 
(Cape Verdean language) 
and was taken to the Ca- 
ribbean in the 9th century 
by the Cape Verdeans 
of that time (linings and 
slaves), experts in cane 
culture and sugar produc- 
tion, and who were hired 
by Jewish entrepreneurs 
who went to invest in this 
business in the Caribbean. 
Cape Verdeans taught 
this pre-industrial revolu- 
tion technology (planting 
cane and producing sugar, 
which they had learned 
from Madeirans) to slaves 
from other African regions, 
and did so in their lan- 
guage, Cape Verde Creole 
(Cape Verdean language) 
, hence the language im- 
planted in Aruba, Bonaire 
and Curacao. 


Unlike many _ interesting 
stories, wanting to link Pa- 
piamento directly to Portu- 
guese, Galician or Castilian 
(see Papiamento, on Wiki- 
oedia - Portuguese version 
and Spanish version, where 



















Gulf of 
Mexico 





Pacific Ocean 


the Portuguese and Span- 
ish, each claim the direct 
origin of Papiamento}, in 
fact, this is not true. Papia- 
mento is not direct from 
Portuguese, Galician or 
Castilian, it is from the Cape 
Verde Creole family (Cape 
Verdean language). You 
can see this best when it's 
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Jamaica Kingston. 


Caribbean Sea” : 


saying obscene words and 
offending someone, pre- 
cisely as they say today in 
both ABC and Cape Verde 
islands. The obscene words 
kept the original, had no 
lexical influence either from 
Castilian or Dutch. Also the 
Papi Cristang of Malacca, 
the Patud of Macau, and 


itt melllacte| (ciel iitecke| me Wall e-m sttela Mm dsttie (stiles 


Exclusive Oceanfront residences with 180° views of the Caribbean 
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several 
east (from Daman, Sri Lan- 


North 





creoles from the 
ka, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Indonesia) and Africa 
(Casamanca, Guinea Bis- 
sau, Sierra Leone and Nige- 
ria, these last two releases 
to the English), all originat- 
ed in the Creole of Cabo 
Verde (Cape Verdean 
language), which was the 
French language spoken 
in Portuguese feitories on 
the coast of Africa (from 
Senegal to Sierra Leone), 
and which was taken east 
by the thousands of cable 
- Verdeans (linings and 
slaves, already Christian- 
ized and speaking Creole) 
who served as sailors and 
“slaves of arms" in Portu- 
guese caravels, demana- 
ing the east. | don't know 
why the official history 
of Portugal usually omits 
this fact, which is in the 
chronicles of the quinrentist 
chroniclers, but which we 
never saw in. the history 
of Portugal that we study 
from primary education to 
higher education. Howev- 
er, It has always been tried 
to deceive us, in colonial 
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time, that we were descen- 


dants of Viriato (Iberian 
hero in the fight against the 
Romans) and the pastors of 
the Hermini Mountains, but 
not much speaking of our 
black-African ancestry. 


We Cape Verdeans un- 
derstand each other very 
well with these Antillans 
and Easterns, whose lan- 
guage is from the same 


Creole family of Cape 
Verde (Cape Verdean 
language), speaking their 


Creole and we ours. There- 
fore, Papiamento, Papi 
Cristang, Patua Macaense 
and the creoles, said of 
Portuguese origin, Daman, 
India, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, 
some locations in the Phil- 
lopines and some places 
in Indonesia, are creoles 
of the language family 
Cape Verde Creole (Cape 
Verdean language) and 
indirectly the  Galaico- 
Duriense or Galaico-Portu- 
guese, a language that the 
people spoke in Portugal in 


the 6th and 7th century. 
Anonymous 
Source: Dushi Aruba 
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Fraud overwhelms pandemic-related unemployment programs 


COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
With the floodgates set to 
open on another round of 
Unemployment aid, states 
are being hammered with 
a new wave of fraud as 
they scramble to update 
security systems and block 
scammers who already 
have siphoned billions of 
dollars from pandemic-re- 
lated jobless programs. 

The fraud is fleecing tax- 
payers, delaying legitimate 
payments and turning thou- 
sands of Americans into un- 
witting identity theft victims. 
Many states have failed to 
adequately safeguard their 
systems, and a review by 
The Associated Press finds 
that some will not even 
publicly acknowledge the 
extent of the problem. The 
massive sham springs from 
prior identity theft from 
banks, credit rating agen- 
cies, health care systems 
and retailers. Fraud perpe- 
trators, sometimes in China, 
Nigeria or Russia, buy stolen 
personal identifying  infor- 
mation on the dark web 
and use it to flood state un- 
employment systems. with 
bogus claims. 

The U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment is investigating unem- 
ployment fraud by “trans- 
national criminal organiza- 
tions, sophisticated domes- 
tic actors, and individuals 
across the United States,” 
said Joshua Stueve, a 
sookesman for the depart- 
ment’s criminal division. 
The Labor Department in- 
soector general's office es- 
timates that more than $63 
billion has been paid out 
improperly through fraud or 
errors — roughly 10% of the 
total amount paid under 
coronavirus pandemic-re- 
lated unemployment pro- 
grams since March. 

“We're all learning that 
there is an epidemic of 
fraud,” said U.S. Rep. Kevin 
Brady of Texas, the ranking 
Republican on the House’s 
powerful Ways and Means 
Committee. Brady — said 
the $63 billion estimate “is 
larger than the entire bud- 
get of the Department of 
Homeland Security.” 
“These are frightening lev- 
els of fraud,” he said. 
California has been the 
biggest target, with an 
estimated $11. billion’ in 








Web pages used to show information for collecting unemployment insurance in Virginia, right, 
and reporting fraud and identity theft in Pennsylvania, are displayed on the respective state web 
pages, Friday, Feb. 26, 2021, in Zelienople, Pa. Massive fraud in the nation’s unemployment system 
is raising alarms even as President Joe Biden and Congress prepare to pour hundreds of billions 
more into expanded benefits for those left jobless by the coronavirus pandemic. 


fraudulent payments and 
an additional $19 billion in 
suspect accounts. Colo- 
rado has paid out nearly as 
much to scammers — an 
estimated $6.5 billion — as 
it has to people who filed 
legitimate Unemployment 
claims. 

Other estimates, according 
to AP reporting across the 
states, range from several 
hundred thousand dollars 
in smaller states such as 
Alaska and Wyoming to 
hundreds of millions in more 
Oopulous states such as 
Massachusetts and Ohio. 
The nationwide fraud has 
fed on twin vulnerabilities: 
a flood of jobless ben- 
efit applications since the 
pandemic began that has 
overwhelmed state unem- 
ployment agencies and 
antiquated benefit systems 
that are easy prey for crafty 
and persistent criminals. 

In Ohio, weekly first-time Un- 
employment claims have 
ranged from 17,000 to more 
than 40,000 during the pan- 
demic. But since late last 
month, those claims have 
topped more than 140,000 
some weeks, with many of 
them believed to be fraud- 
Ulent. The state has paid at 
least $330 million in fraudu- 
lent pandemic unemploy- 
ment benefit claims. 

Trying to catch so many 
bogus claims delays pay- 


outs fo Ohioans who are le- 
gitimately in need of help. 
In the Columbus suburb of 
Upper Arlington, Cynthia 
Sbertoli was receiving $228 
a week after she was laid 
off in March from her job 
with a nonprofit that runs 
high school student ex- 
change programs. 

Her benefits were put on 
hold in January after she in- 
formed the state that some- 
one had tried to use her 
identity in a scam to claim 
benefits. She thought the 
oroblem was resolved but 
has yet to see a renewal of 
her benefit checks, which 
she and her husband use 
to help pay for a son's vi- 
sion and auditory therapy. 
“It's just not a good way To 
take care of people,” said 
Sbertoli, 49. 

In Indiana, Kentucky and 
Maryland, officials have 
said that for certain weeks 
in the new year at least 
two-thirds of the claims they 
received were classified as 
suSpICIOUS GuUe To problems 
verifying identities. It’s not 
the first brush with serious 
fraud for Maryland. In July, 
officials said they’d discov- 
ered a massive criminal 
enterprise that had stolen 
more than $500 million in 
unemployment benefits. 
Among states that have 
been hardest hit are those 
participating in the Pan- 


(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic). 


demic Unemployment As- 
sistance program adopted 
by Congress last year. It 
has been a lifeline for out- 
of-work freelancers and 
gig workers who normally 
don’t qualify for unemploy- 
ment insurance, but it’s 
also been a boon for crimi- 
nals who use stolen identi- 
ties fo make claims. Nearly 
800,000 of the 1.4 million 
claims Ohio has received 
through this program have 
been tagged for potential 
fraud. 

scams have been so wide- 
soread that the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Justice is setting 
aside money to hire more 
prosecutors. In New York 
alone, the Department of 
Labor says it has referred 
“hundreds of thousands 
of fraud cases” to federal 
orosecutors. The state says 
it has blocked $5.5 billion 
in fraudulent claims, while 
New Jersey says It’s pre- 
vented $2.5 billion from 
flowing into the hands of 
criminals. 

Despite those efforts, a 
government watchdog 
agency says not enough 
states are taking the neces- 
sary steps to prevent fraud. 
In its memo this past week, 
the U.S. Department of La- 
bor’s Office of Inspector 
General said that by the 
end of last year, 22 of the 
54 state and territorial work- 


force agencies were still 
not following its repeated 
recommendation to join 
a data exchange run by 
the National Association of 
State Workforce Agencies. 
That system is designed to 
check Social Security num- 
bers used in claims to see if 
they are being used in mul- 
tiole states, or are linked to 
dead people or other scam 
methods. The office said 
it had found $5.4 billion in 
fraudulent payments from 
March through October. 
The biggest chunk of that, 
$3.5 billion, came through 
claims that used the same 
Social Security numbers in 
multiole states. One num- 
ber was used on claims 
in 40 states. Twenty-nine 
of the states paid those 
claims, totaling more than 
$220,000. 

“The Department needs 
to take immediate action 
and increase its efforts to 
ensure (states) implement 
effective controls to miti- 
gate fraud in these high risk 
areas,” the inspector gen- 
eral warned Labor officials. 
The people whose identi- 
ties are used to claim im- 
oroper benefits offen don’t 
find out until they receive 
their tax statements. 
Andrew Heidtke received 
a letter in September from 
the Wisconsin Department 
of Workforce Development 
notifying him that unem- 
ployment claims he never 
applied for were being pro- 
cessed. Another victim was 
99-year-old Harry Holling- 
sworth of Strongsville, Ohio. 
The retired elevator car 
factory worker received a 
form in late January show- 
ing he had received $3,156 
in benefits. Hollingsworth 
died recently, and his son, 
Jim Hollingsworth, said the 
bogus claim created a big 
hassle. 

“It looks like the state, they 
dropped the ball on this 
completely,” he said. 

In its own survey of state 
governments, the AP found 
that many are not pub- 
licly disclosing the level of 
fraud. Some officials ex- 
oressed concern that pro- 
viding any information, no 
matter how general, could 
provide criminals an open- 
ing to exploit their systems 
further. 
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Biden administration promises focus on environmental justice 


(AP) — When President Joe 
Biden made environmental 
protection a key element 
of his campaign, he prom- 
ised to overhaul the fed- 
eral office that investigates 
complaints from people in 
minority Communities who 
believe they have been 
unfairly harmed by indus- 
trial pollution or waste dis- 
posal. 

Although the Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency ac- 
knowledges that disad- 
vantaged communities in 
America are disoroportion- 
ately affected by pollution, 
hundreds of complaints 
sent to its civil rights office 
since the mid-1990s have 
only once resulted in a for- 
mal finding of discrimina- 
tion. 

The situation has provoked 
criticism from the U.S. Civil 
Rights Commission, the 
EPA’s own Office of Insoec- 
tor General and citizens 
who have filed complaints 
that sometimes languished 
for years — or decades. 
Under Title VI of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act, states, cit- 
ies and other entities that 
receive federal funds are 
prohibited from discriminat- 
ing because of race, color 
or national origin. 

That means citizens bearing 
the brunt of industrial pollu- 
tion can bring a complaint 
if federal money is tied to 
the project. 

In Uniontown, Alabama 
— a mainly Black town of 
2,200 — residents com- 
plained to the EPA in 2013 
about the Alabama De- 
partment of Environmental 
Management's oversight 
of a huge landfill contain- 
ing 4 million tons of coal ash 
that residents blame for re- 
spiratory, kidney and other 
ailments. 

Five years later, the EPA dis- 
missed the complaint, say- 
ing residents hadn't proven 
the landfill caused their 
health problems. 

The U.S. Civil Rights Commis- 
sion called the dismissal of 
the Uniontown complaint 
“another distressing step in 
the wrong direction” by the 
EPA office. 

The outcome was typical. 
In three decades of field- 
ing complaints, EPA’s civil 
rights office has almost 
never found pollution was 
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This Monday, Feb. 22, 2021 Bhicis show: Latoya — s house on Perry County Road 1 in 
Uniontown, Ala. Disadvantaged communities in America are disproportionately affected by 
pollution from industry or waste disposal, but their complaints have few outlets and often reach a 
dead end. Hundreds of discrimination claims sent to the Environmental Protection Agency's civil 
rights office since the mid-90s have only once resulted in a formal finding of discrimination. And 
some cases languished for years — or decades. 


adversely affecting human 
health. And without such a 
finding, the agency won't 
even consider whether il- 


legal discrimination oc- 
curred. 
Marianne Engleman-La- 


do, who was recently ap- 
pointed by the Biden ad- 
ministration to the EPA’s 
office of general counsel, 
had heloed Uniontown resi- 
dents with their case. 

She maintains the way the 
EPA evaluates such com- 
plaints makes it nearly im- 
possible to prevail because 
proving with scientific cer- 
tainty that pollution is caus- 
ing disease Is a nearly insur- 
mountable obstacle. 

Ben Eaton, a Perry County 
Commissioner involved in 
the Uniontown complaint, 
said attorneys warned that 
discrimination claims Usvu- 
ally go nowhere, but resi- 
dents felt their evidence 
— including photos and 
videos — was compelling. 
“What's the use of having 
these agencies,” he said, 
“if they're not going to do 
the jobe” 

Residents of a predomi- 
nantly Black and Latino 
community in Oakland, 
California were similarly dis- 
appointed with results of 
their civil rights complaint 
over air pollution from ships 
and truck traffic at the busy 


Port of Oakland. 

Margaret Gordon, a cCo- 
founder of the West Oak- 
land Environmental Indica- 
tors Project, said her group 
did not have a seat at the 
table when EPA hammered 
out an informal resolution 
with the port. 

Air pollution is still a prob- 
lem, she said, although port 
officials are now more will- 
ing to listen to Community 
members. 

Lilian Sotolongo Dorka, who 
heads the EPAs office of 
external civil rights enforce- 
ment, touted the 2019 Oak- 
land resolution as an “ex- 
tremely effective” example 
of the difference her office 
is making in people's lives. 
But Richard Grow, who 
worked at EPA for 40 years 
before retiring in 2019 and 
was one of the agency’s 
negotiators, agrees with 
Gordon's assessment. 

“We put forth a number of 
very practical ... solutions 
and recommendations 
and they just said ‘No,’” 
Grow said. When he re- 
ported the port’s and city’s 
position to Dorka’s office, 
he said he was fold nothing 
could be done. 

The office had no further 
comment, and the port |s- 
sued a statement saying It 
is committed to continuing 
a dialogue with the com- 


(AP Photo/Vasha Hunt) 


munity. 

The EPA has the power 
to withdraw funding from 
groups that discriminate, 
although it has never used 
that power. Dorka defends 
her office’s record, saying 
it has eliminated a chronic 
backlog of complaints. 

“| disagree very — signifi- 
cantly with the conclusion 
that you can judge our 
civil rights program by the 
number of formal findings 
(of discrimination) we've 
made,” she said, noting the 
office Is required by regula- 
tion to seek informal resolu- 
tions wherever possible. 
U.S. Sen. Cory Booker (D- 
New Jersey) is among those 
who think EPA’s civil rights 
office should do more. 
During confirmation hear- 
ings this month for Michael 
Regan, Biden's nominee for 
EPA administrator, Booker 
spoke of meeting Alabama 
citizens suffering from tropi- 
cal diseases they attribute 
to sewage pollution, chil- 
dren with elevated lead 
levels in his own state, and 
families in Louisiana's so- 
called “cancer alley” who 
felt abandoned by their 


government. 
The EPA’s civil rights office 
“nas been eviscerated 


over the years,” the Afri- 
can-American senator told 
Regan. 
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“You 'renotevenequioped, 
InN my opinion, to actually 
begin to fight against these 
issues that affect millions of 
Americans.” 

Regan promised to make 
environmental justice a 
top priority, including “re- 
structuring and reorganiz- 
ing” the office of civil rights, 
which has 12 fulltime em- 
ployees. “We will need ad- 
ditional resources. ...” he 
said. 

Critics concede that Dorka, 
who took over the office of 
external civil rights under 
President Barak Obama, 
has made some progress, 
including producing a case 
resolution manual to guide 
investigations. 

Obama's last day in office 
marked the only time Dor- 
ka’s office issued a formal 
finding of discrimination 
— in a complaint filed 25 
years earlier over the Gen- 
esee Power Plant outside 
Flint, Michigan. 

The agency dismissed al- 
legations that the plant's 
emissions hurt Black resi- 


dents, finding insufficient 
evidence of harm to their 
health. 


However, the EPA did find 
residents were not given a 
fair Opportunity to partici- 
pate in the permitting pro- 
cess. 

Dorka said progress has 
continued under the Trump 
administration. 

EPA spokeswoman _Lind- 
say Hamilton said that “The 
new leadershio team will 
be working closely with ca- 
reer colleagues ... as well as 
receiving input from stake- 
holder groups, in an effort 
to bolster the agency’s ca- 
pabilities to deliver on our 
environmental justice and 
civil rights missions.” 
Environmental justice ad- 
vocates say the changes 
need to be significant. 
“There are — still places 
where people don’t have 
access to safe drinking wa- 
ter, where they live in close 
proximity to hazardous 
sources,” said Vernice Mill- 
er-Travis, a longtime advo- 
cate and cofounder of WE 
ACT for Environmental Jus- 
tice. “This could be a mo- 
ment of real sea change 
in terms of how the EPA Is 
not just paying lip service to 
civil rights.”) 
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SCIENCE/"3... 


Spacewalking astronauts prep station for new solar wings 





In this image taken from NASA video, NASA astronauts Kate 
Rubins, top, and Victor Glover work outside the International 


Space Station Sunday, 


Feb. 28, 2021. 


Thespacewalking 


astronauts ventured out Sunday to install support frames for new, 
high-efficiency solar panels arriving at the International Space 


Station later this year. 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 
— Spacewalking  astro- 
nauts ventured out Sunday 
to install support frames for 
new, high-efficiency solar 
panels arriving at the In- 
ternational Space Station 
later this year. 
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(NASA via AP) 


NASA’s Kate Rubins and 
Victor Glover put the first 
set of mounting brackets 
and struts together, then 
bolted them into place 
next to the station’s oldest 
and most degraded solar 
wings. But the work took 


By Dave Green 
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longer than expected, and 
they barely got started on 
the second set before calll- 
ing It quits. 

Rubins will finish the job dur- 
ing a second spacewalk 
later this week. 

The spacewalkers had to 
lug out the hundreds of 
bounds of Mounting brack- 
ets and struts in 8-foot 
(2.5-meter) duffle-style 
bags. The equipment was 
so big and awkward that it 
had to be taken apart like 
furniture, just to get through 
the hatch. 

The astronauts had to use 
a ratchet wrench to deal 
with the more stubborn 
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bolts, which slowed them 
down. At one point, they 


were two hours behind. 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Week 11/1419 (13k); and, 
Weeks 13-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM Season 
2B Oceanfront $26k 
Oceanside 516.500 
Oceanview 515.500 
3BEDRM 528k 
FWRK. 51 OV $39k 
PWR 52 OV $49 
* Weeks 7 and |4-all views 
COLD Season 
2B Oceanfront $14k 
7B Oceanside S8k 
GV $535k OV S7k 
3IBEDRM $135k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 


PLATINUM Season 
2 Bed OV $16500 
2B OF $26k 

IB OV 59k 

** Destination points SS per 
Pomt 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront 314k 
2RBOV S9k 

| Bed $4k 

IB OF $9k 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
?Bd-Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC 
and Unit 412BC $6500 e.week 
Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 and week 29 
Penthouse 2Bed 3 Bath 
Other week also available 


We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 
We are the #1 


RESALE 
agent in Aruba! 





Club 








We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 





Contact: 


michelle@conciergerealty.com 


888-888-2204 Ext109 
Stephanie 
Website: 
www. conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
ww. facebook com groups! ManiottAruba Surf! 


www facebook. com/ groups! MamiottAmubaQcean! 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle (Noord) Tel. 586 4606 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


pelersejese) < 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Borsalino looks ahead with cool bucket hats, baseball caps 


MILAN (AP) — The fedora 
Humphrey Bogart wore in 
“Casablanca” may have 
secured Borsalino’s place 
in fashion and cinematic 
history, but it will be some- 
thing like the cow-print 
bucket hat that will help 
ensure Its future. 

The storied Italian hatmak- 
er still makes its felf hats by 
hand in a Piedmont region 
factory, using the same 
artisanal techniques from 
when the company was 
founded in 1857 and some 
of founder Giuseppe Bor- 
salino’s original machinery. 
It is Updating Its offerings for 
next fall and winter, with a 
focus on customization and 
youth-trenas. 

The new collection § dis- 
played during Milan Fash- 
ion Week takes inspiration 
from the Arts & Crafts de- 
sign movement in mid-19th 
century Britain. Hat pins 
with leaf and floral motifs 
allow women to uniquely 
shape the hats, to take up 
an oversized brim, say, or 
to create an elegant fold in 
the crown. 

A leopard fedora can be 
paired with a long chain, 
to wear over the shoulder 
when going in and out of 
shops, while a clochard has 
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A girl wears a creation as part of the Borsalino women’s Fall Winter 2021-22 collection, unveiled 


during the Fashion Week in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021. 


an optional leather corset. 
“You cannot change a hat 
SO much,’ Giacomo San- 
tucci, Borsalino’s creative 
curator, said. “You can 
change the attitude of the 
nai,” 

Unisex styles, — including 
baseball caps, berets and 
bucket hats, come in up- 
dated new materials - in- 
cluding a spotted cow 
print, black patent leather 
and rainproof nylon. Such 


genderless looks are be- 
coming an increasingly im- 
portant part of the collec- 
tion, Santucci said. 

“The hat is no longer a Tool 
to cover yourself, but to dis- 
cover yourself,’’ he told The 
Associated Press. 

The company, which re- 
launched three years ago, 
was in the process of scal- 
INg Up production from 
150,000 hats a year to a 
goal of half a million when 


(AP Photo/Antonio Calanni) 


the pandemic hit. 

“To be honest, if is such a 
small company, in a way 
it is very simple to react,’’ 
said Santucci, who Is also 
the current president of the 
Italian Chamber of Buy- 


ers. “The smaller you are, 
the more reactive and 
orompt.” 


Beyond new styles, that 
means getting people talk- 
ing. Santucci, who was Gu- 
cci CEO during the Tom 


Ford era, created a new 
film for this season, featur- 
ing Milanese women who 
chose hats to match their 
Styles, striding through the 
center of the city. Last sea- 
son's film featured dancers 
from Alessandria, site of the 
original Borsalino factory, 
dancing through the fac- 
tory floor. 

“My strong belief is that 
fashion is becoming more 
and more a discussion,’’ 
Santucci said. 

New social media plat- 
forms like Clubhouse are 
giving people the chance 
to create a limited and se- 
lect group to discuss rele- 
vant topics, which Santucci 
said has been key during 
the isolation imposed by 
the pandemic. 

He also has pursued col- 
laborations with ready-to- 
wear brands, including Bor- 
salino X Valentino. 

“Brands are changing. It is 
getting closer to entertain- 
ment, to give people the 
chance to engage with 
the brand, to understand 
it better. Not only to under- 
stand what was done in the 
past, but to really interact 
and to have the chance to 
be part of the same com- 
munity,’’ Santucci said.L] 





New Orleans Museum of Arf announces 3 big eae in 1 month 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 
New Orleans Museum of 
Art has announced a ma- 
jor giff to its photography 
department - the third such 
announcement this month. 
Collectors Cherye R. and 
James F. Pierce have given 
the museum more than 260 
important photographs, a 
news release Thursday said. 
They include a print of 
Robert Capa's “The Falling 
Soldier,” taken in 1936 dur- 
ing the Spanish Civil War, 
and the 1932 photograph 
titled “Behind the Gare St. 
Lazare,” which many con- 
sider Henri Cartier-Bresson’s 
best work. Another print of 
that Cartier-Bresson pho- 
tograph sold at a London 
quction in 2017 for £131,000 
(about $170,300), accord- 
ing to the Phillips Auction- 
eers website. 

Others range from vintage 
orints by Ansel Adams to 
contemporary work by 





This photo provided by the New Orleans Museum of Art shows “Peking University, Beijing, China,” 
1991, by Lois Conner. The print is a gift from Cherye R. and James F. Pierce to the museum. 
(Courtesy of New Orleans Museum of Art via AP) 


Willam Eggleston. There 
also are platinum prints by 
contemporary photogra- 
oher Lois Conner by Fred- 
erick Evans, who was born 
in 1853 and retired in 1915 
because platinum cost so 
much, and by Mexican 
ohotographer Manuel Al- 
varez-Bravo, from whom 
the Pierces commissioned 
work. 

“Cherye and Jim were pio- 


neers in the collecting of 
photography” said Susan 
Taylor, the museum's di- 
rector. “Their prescient de- 
cision to collect and their 
dedication to the medium 
will have a profound im- 
pact on the museum's abil- 
ity to share a fuller history of 
photography with our pub- 
lic.” 

The couple has promised 
another 300 works in the fu- 


ture, the Museum said. 

Earlier this month, the New 
Orleans Museum of Art an- 
nounced a major fund and 
pledged endowment from 
Del and Ginger Hall of Chi- 
cago. The fund will support 
and augment photograph- 
ic exhibitions and programs 
over the next five years. The 
museum said the endow- 
ment will helo provide a 
firm foundation for the de- 


partment’s activities from 
now on. 

“Del and Ginger’s incred- 
ible generosity will help 
grow what is already 
one of NOMA's greatest 
strengths: our photogra- 
ohy program,” Taylor said 
Feb. 11. And on Feb. 4, it 
announced that radiolo- 
gist and art collector Rus- 
sell Albright had willed the 
museum nearly 400 works 
including more than 350 
photographs. He also left a 
fund for the photography 
department.) 
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Bale scores 2 as Tottenham routs Burnley | In Premier League 


LONDON (AP) — Gareth 
Bale scored twice fo lift 
Tottenham to a 4-0 rout 
of Burnley on Sunday in a 
morale-boosting victory 
for a Tottenham team that 
had lost five of its previous 
six Premier League games. 








Chelsea's Hakim Ziyech, left, 
and Manchester United's Luke 
Shaw challenge for the ball 
during the English Premier 
League soccer match be- 
tween Chelsea and Manches- 
ter United at Stamford Bridge 
Stadium in London, England, 
Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021. 

(AP Photo/lan Walton, Pool) 


Draw at Chelsea 
a sign that 
United title bid 
has fallen away 


LONDON (AP) — An unex- 
pected but burgeoning ti- 
tle challenge for Manches- 
ter United has fallen apart 
in just a few weeks. 

A 0-0 draw with Chelsea 
on Sunday was the fifth 
time United has been held 
in the nine Premier League 
matches since Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer’s side went top 47 
days earlier. 

There have also only been 
three wins since the Jan. 
12 victory over Burnley that 
gave United a glimmer of 
hope of lifting the trophy 
for the first time since 2013, 
allowing Manchester City 
to take control. 

United remains second in 
the standings, but City has 
now been able to extend 
its lead to 12 points after 
beating West Ham on Sat- 
urday. 

It is fourth-place West Ham 
in Chelsea's sights. Drawing 
a blank in a drab encoun- 
ter against United kept 
the west London club un- 
beaten in the two months 
under Thomas Tuchel but 
it remained a point be- 
hind West Ham in the pur- 
sult of Champions League 
qualification.) 


Bale gave Tottenham the 
lead after just 68 seconds, 
knocking in a cross from Son 
Heung-min after defender 
James Tarkowski missed a 
chance to intercept. 

Bale played in Harry Kane 
to make it 2-0 in the 15th 
minute and Tottenham was 
cruising when Lucas Moura 
added a third goal off Ser- 
gio Reguilon’s cross. 

Bale scored his second in 
the 55th when Son. spot- 
ted the Welsh forward had 
been left completely alone 
by the Burnley defense on 
the right flank. Bale took 
one touch to control the 
ball and another to curl It 
with his left foot past goal- 
keeper Nick Pope. 

“The most important thing 
is we knew we've not been 
on a great run and it was 
important to get back to 
winning ways,’ Bale told 


the BBC. “It’s not just about 
scoring. It’s about our all- 
round play and helping the 
team. I’m delighted with 
the goals and the assist 
and whatever | can do for 
the team.” 

It was the sort of perfor- 
mance Tottenham — fans 
had hoped for when Bale 
was signed back from Ma- 
drid on a season-long loan 
in September. Instead, they 
had to watch as he was 
hampered by injuries and 
played mostly in the cup 
competitions, with Sunday 
marking only the third time 
he had started in the Pre- 
mier League this season. 
After Bale was substituted 
in the 7Oth, Pope stopped 
Tottenham from scoring a 
fifth, scooping one power- 
ful shot from Kane over the 
bar and palming another 
from Son around the post. 


Everyday triple points 
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Tottenham's Gareth Bale eclebraie: after scoring his side's fourth 
goal during an English Premier League soccer match between 
Tottenham Hotspur and Burnley at the Tottenham Hotspur Sta- 
dium in London, England, Sunday, Feb. 28. 2021. 


Kane missed from close 
range in stoppage time. 

Tottenham moved above 
Aston Villa to eighth with 
the win, the team’s biggest 
margin of victory in the Pre- 
mier League since beating 


(Daniel Leal Olivas/Pool via AP) 


Manchester United 6-1 in 
October. 

Burnley is 15th, five points 
above the relegation zone, 
and with one win from its 
last eight league and cup 
games.L] 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
for you and your party. 


RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 
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Denver Nuggets guard PJ Dozier (35) shoots between Oklahoma City Thunder center Mike 
Muscala (33), guard Ty Jerome (16) and guard Theo Maledon (11) during the second half of 
an NBA basketball game Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021, in Oklahoma City. 


(AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki) 


Jamal Murray, Nikola Jokic help 
Nuggets rout Thunder 126-96 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Jamal Murray 
continued his hot scoring with 26 points 
and Nikola Jokic had his eighth triple- 
double of the season to help the Denver 
Nuggets rout the Oklahoma City Thun- 
der 126-96 on Saturday night. 

Murray, averaging 30.1 points in his pre- 
vious seven games, made 9 of 15 field 
goals and Denver shot 55%. 

Jokic had 19 points, 11 rebounds and 
13 assists. Michael Porter Jr. added 20 
points and 10 rebounds, and Will Barton 
scored 15 points. 

Darius Bazley had 22 points for the Thun- 
der. Ty Jerome and Isaiah Roby added 
15 each. 

Denver, loser of four of its past six games 
and six of seven on the road, controlled 
this one from the outset in beating the 
Thunder for the third time in three tries 
this season. 

“| felt Tonight was Denver Nuggets bas- 
ketball,” coach Michael Malone said. 
“We played for each other. | told the 
guys, we have to get back to being a 
team that’s hard to guard.” 

Oklahoma City had no answers. Porter, 
who had an 18-10 double-double in a 
home loss to Washington on Thursday 
night, made all four of his 3-point shots in 
the first quarter and scored 14 points as 
the Nuggets led by as many as 23. 


The two-point loss to Washington was 
painful, as the Nuggets had a 4-on- 
1 breakaway opportunity in the final 
seconds but settled for a 3-pointer that 
missed badly. 

“It just shows what kind of team we can 
be when we're locked in and focused 
and all on the same page,” Barton said. 
Jokic said that in the NBA, “you need to 
forget things really quick. The next one is 
coming so fast you can’t think about If.” 
The Thunder's second unit, led by Je- 
rome and Roby, helped cut the deficit 
to 47-36 midway through the second 
quarter. But the Nuggets ended the half 
on an 18-7 run, including 3-pointers by 
Porter and Murray, and held the Thun- 
der to one basket in the final 3:45. 

“We got off to a rough start, but it’s a 
long game,” Bazley said. “Defensively 
we were just trying to figure it out.” 

That didn’t happen. Jokic scored nine 
of his points in the third quarter when 
Denver pushed the lead beyond 30, 
which allowed Jokic, Murray and the 
other starters to take it easy the rest of 
the way. 

“| think we moved the ball really well, we 
were finding open shots, we were mak- 
ing the shots,” Jokic said. “We had some 
flow in our offense, so it was really easy 
to play when you play like that.”J 
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Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 
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Faivre wins GS for his first 
World Cup victory in 4 years 


' i‘ —- 
France’s Mathieu Faivre reacts in the finish area of an alpine ski, 
men’s World Cup giant slalom, in Bansko, Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021. 
(AP Photo/Marco Tacca) 


BANSKO, Bulgaria (AP) — 
Mathieu Faivre won a World 
Cup race for the first time 
in more than four years on 
Sunday, eaming a pat on 
his back from French team- 
mate Alexis Pinturault. 
Faivre’s win came. nine 
days after he took a sur- 
prise gold medal in giant 
slalom at the world cham- 
pionships. Pinturaulf was 
favorite in that race but 
skied out early in his final 
run, handing the victory to 
Faivre. 

In SUnday’s GS, Faivre was 
simply faster than Pinturault 
in two runs on the Banderi- 
ZA Course. 

Building on a big first-run 
lead, Faivre finished 0.75 
seconds ahead of Marco 
Odermatt of Switzerland, 
who improved from. sixth 
position. 

Pinturault came 0.06 further 
back in third. Thibaut Fa- 
vrot was 1.08 behind and 
was the third French skier in 
the top four. 

Faivre also won gold in the 
oarallel event at the worlds 
but had not triumphed in 
a World Cup race since 
his only previous win in Val 
d'lsere, France, in Decem- 
ber 2016. 

He came close in Satur- 
day's GS, when he also 


posted the fastest time in 
the opening leg before los- 
ing his advantage to Filip 
Zubcic of Croatia in the fi- 
nal run. 

Faivre avoided a. similar 
scenario on Sunday and 
added fthree-tenths of a 
second to his lead. 

This time Zubcic couldn't 
threaten his victory. The 
Croatian skier slid away on 
his inside ski in a left turn 
and _ finished more than 
three second off the lead 
after the opening run, 
though he still finished 14th 
following an outstanding fi- 
nal run. 

The result reduced Zubcic’s 
chances in the battle for 
the season-long giant sla- 
lom Title. 

With two races remaining, 
Pinturault leads Odermatt 
by 25 points, with Zubcic 64 
behind in third. 

Pinturault and Odermatt 
are also 1-2 in the overall 
standings. 

The men’s World Cup 
moves to Saalbach-Hinter- 
glemm, Austria, for three 
soeed races from Friday 
through Sunday. 

The events were resched- 
uled from Kvitfjell in re- 
sponse to anti-coronavirus 
measures from the Norwe- 
gian government.) 


